Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.099; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.9.
The geometric parameters of the title compound, C 4 H 6 N 3 + ÁC 6 H 2 N 3 O 7 À , are in the usual ranges. While two nitro groups are almost coplanar with the aromatic picrate ring [dihedral angles 3.0 (2) and 4. 4 (3) ], the third is significantly twisted out of this plane [dihedral angle 46.47 (8) ]. Anions and cations are connected via N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. The molecules crystallize in planes parallel to (121).
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Pyrimidine is a heterocyclic aromatic organic compound similar to benzene and pyridine, containing two nitrogen atoms at positions 1 and 3 of the six-member ring. A pyrimidine has many properties in common with pyridine, as the number of nitrogen atoms in the ring increases the ring π-electrons become less energetic and electrophilic aromatic substitution gets more difficult while nucleophilic aromatic substitution gets easier. Pyrimidines are important compounds in pharmaceutical chemistry as antiviral agents (Gueiffier et al., 1996) , inotropic and β-blocking agents (Barraclough & Smith, 1995) , antifungal agents (Rival et al. 1991) , benzodiazepine receptor agonists (Tully et al.1991) , and calcium channel blockers (Sanfilippo et al., 1988) . The synthesis of imidazo[1,2-a]pyrimidines has been widely investigated and one of the most common strategies uses 2-aminopyrimidine as the starting material (Katritzky et al., 2003) . The crystal structures of the following compounds have been previously reported, viz; 2-aminopyrimidine (Scheinbeim & Schempp, 1976) , 1:1 hetero-assembly of 2-aminopyrimidine and (+)-camphoric acid (Goswami, et al., 2000) , 2-aminopyrimidine-succinic acid (1:1) cocrystal (Etter et al., 1990) , 5-aminopyrimidine (Schlueter et al., 2006) , (Yathirajan, Bindya, Sarojini et al., 2007b) . In continuation to our work on picrates of biologically important molecules, we have prepared a new picrate of 2-aminopyrimidine, and its crystal structure is reported. 
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